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Recent experiments have shown that the phoneme boundary shifts which compensate for coarticulation of speech Goals
segments can also be caused by nonspeech sounds (e.g: Lotto and Kluender 1998; Holt, Lotto, and Kluender [
2000). This finding suggests that a general auditory mechanism for enhancing spectral contrast plays a role in Experiment 2 sought to replicate the findings of Voicing Duration
speech perception. If this is the case, it is possible that other aspects of speech perception make use of auditory LA [l MG TR T i

processes that are not specific to speech.
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For example, the perception of vowels might depend on a general auditory mechanism for anal:
patterns, which would extract information about formant structures from the acoustic signal. If
hypothesized that identification of speech stimuli will be primed by tone complexes matched to their formant
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Subjects were 10 native speakers of North American

frequencies. The present experiments test this hypothesis. English with no history of speech or language disorders.
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the 2 targets and 2 primes made 4 unique trials (2
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250 times in random order by cach subject. Subjects
responded by pressing a button labeled [i] or [a].
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